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BISHOP HARVEY VISITS
BLESSED SACRAMENT
PARISH
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GRANDPARENTS
THE DISAPPEARING LINK

THOUGHTS ON THE 
VIRTUAL CHOIR FESTIVAL

*

34TH ANNIVERSARY 
of  Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 
Chantimelle, St. Patrick

On Pentecost day, June 8th 1987, we witnessed 
the solemn blessing and formal opening of  
HOLY SPIRIT R. C Church, Chantimelle, 

St. Patrick by His Lordship late Bishop Sydney 
Charles.  On Sunday May 23, we celebrated our 34th 
anniversary. In preparation for this celebration, we 
participated in an evening of Adoration to the Blessed 
Sacrament and healing prayer service.

In the afternoon, the church community,  joined in 
a procession through the village singing melodious 
songs to the Spirit accompanied by the sweet sounds 
of drums as we journeyed to the church, where the 
Eucharistic celebration was led by our Parish Priest 
Rev. Michael Opoku      There was a sea of red which 
signified the fire of Pentecost

The message was clear that we all should pray to 
our Heavenly Father for the Gifts of the Spirit and 
that the fruits of the Spirit should be evident in our 
lives as we live church, build community and serve 
country. Being filled with such spiritual food and 
gifts, we pledged to let God manifest Himself and do 
great things in us and through us by the Spirit in the 
church of the Holy Spirit.

Our celebration ended with sharing of mouthwatering 
refreshments organized by the church community. 
Indeed, it was a Spirit- filled 34th Anniversary.

Thanks be to God 

By 
Fr. Micheal Opoku

“MISERABLE OLD PEOPLE” 
OR THE “CONTINUITY OF 
GENERATIONS”?

Bishop Clyde Harvey Celebrates

45 Years of Priestly Ministry

David Lewis 
and Grandson Bestem 

Bestem with his Grandmother Louisa 
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SHEPHERD'S VOICE
+Clyde Martin - 

Bishop of St.George’s-in-Grenada

Praise God 
From Whom All 
Blessings Flow

Pentecost and the Mother of God, Mary
Prior to the coming of Jesus, Pentecost 
was a celebration of thanksgiving for 
the harvest, the agricultural products, 
undertaken by the Jews. They had no 
thought of the Holy Spirit. It was a holiday 
and the men celebrated in the streets.

That is why according to Acts 2:5 “there 
were devout men … from every nation 
under heaven.”  They were there to 
celebrate the Pentecost they knew; in the 
way they knew.  This type of Pentecost 
was instituted by God when He spoke to 
Moses in Leviticus 23:16 ‘you are to count 
50 days to the day after the 7th Sabbath.” 
also verse 22…”when you gather the 
harvest of your country…”  In the book 
of Leviticus, it is referred to as the feast 
of weeks.”

The Pentecost referred to in Acts chapter 
2 was no accident.  It is God’s work which 
is not just an incident of accident. God has 
plans and purposes and is a God of order. 
In Joel 3:1, the prophet prophesied, “Your 
old men shall dream dreams and your 
young men shall see visions.”  Previous to 
the fulfillment of this promise, in the old 
testament times for example God’s Spirit 
was not poured out or given to all. It was 
reserved for prophets, kings and priests.

It is of interest to note, that after Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, scripture speaks 
much of the Holy Spirit. John 20: 22 – 23: 
“after saying this he breathed on them and 
said, receive the Holy Spirit…” Again, in 
Luke 24: 49, “And now I am sending down 
to you what the Father has promised. 
(remember Joel 3) Stay in the city then, 
until you are clothed with power from on 
high.”  Also in Acts 1, “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you and then you shall be my witnesses…”

Where is Mary the Mother of God in 
all this? In Genesis 3:15 when God said 
to Satan, I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, between her seed and 
thy seed, it will crush your head but 
you will strike its heel.”  The truth is, no 
human being could crush the enemy, 
Satan, by his or her might; Zechariah 
4:6,  “not by might not by power but by 
the Holy Spirit.” She, Mary, the woman 

spoken about in Revelations 12: 1…”now 
a great sign appeared in heaven, a woman 
adorned with the sun, standing on the 
moon and with 12 stars on her head for a 
crown, was chosen by God for that”. 

Thus, in Luke 1: 26 – 38 at the Annunciation   
when the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary 
and she was puzzled as to how could she 
a virgin bear a child, the angel clearly told 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you 
and the power of the Most High shall cover 
you with its shadow.” So when the Church 
calls Mary, Spouse of the Holy Spirit that’s 
where it comes from. Mary conceived 
without sin, was specially chosen by God 
to bear His son, was not forced to perform 
that role.  God sent angel Gabriel to this 
young virgin to explain what was to 
happen, what was her role in God’s plan 
of redemption for all mankind.  She had 
free will (God’s gift to her and all human 
beings). She could have said no but in her 
humility uttered, “Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord, let it be done to me according 
to thy word.”  Luke 1: 38.  Mary had agreed 
to conceive baby Jesus, “not through urge 
of the flesh, nor out of human stock,” John 
1: 13 but through the Holy Spirit, planned 
and promised by God and explained by 
the Angel Gabriel. 

Hmmm!!!  Usually man + woman = 
child. Here, Mary + Holy Spirit = Baby 
Jesus.  (The Holy Spirit overshadowed 
her). To be the Spouse of the Holy Spirit, 
which Mary is, is even more profound, 
intimate, serious and encouraging than 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
mankind. Both are works of God for 
which we should all be always grateful! 
God be praised! Mary’s Pentecost was 
from within her virginal womb, giving 
birth to Baby Jesus, God’s gift to mankind 
to redeem the whole world.  So, it should 
not be surprising that on the day of 
Mary’s visit to her pregnant, aged cousin, 
Elizabeth who was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, greeted Mary as the ‘mother of 
my Lord,’
Mary’s response to that fitting greeting 
was completely taken over by the Holy 
Spirit, as she uttered the Magnificat, all in 
praise of God!!!  She probably blushed but 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, she took 

the focus off herself and placed it on God, 
His goodness, mercy and promises.
  
Acts 2 clearly states that among the 120 
persons in the upper room waiting for 
the promise of the Holy Spirit, Mary 
the mother of Jesus was present. Could 
anyone doubt now that Mary the mother 
of God is directly involved in Pentecost, 
with the Holy Spirit?  She conceived the 
baby Jesus through His power, lived her 
whole life under His power and was 
present and mentioned on that occasion 
- Pentecost. 

Mary, is the only person mentioned in 
the New Testament who was so intimate 
with the Holy Spirit and the only woman 
who was mentioned by name among the 
120 persons who waited in the upper 
room for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit - PENTECOST.   She, Mary, Jesus’ 
mother and our mother too, is almost 
synonymous with Pentecost. In one sense, 
no Mary, no Pentecost. Her fiat to the 
angel, brought about, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, Jesus.  Finally, this same 
Jesus made the promise of sending the 
Holy Spirit. He has fulfilled his promise 
and Mary, spouse of the Holy Spirit was 
very present.                                                             

Praise Him all creatures here below! Praise 
Him above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost,

This great doxology has become part of the 
common inheritance of English-speaking 
Christians everywhere and echoed in my 
heart at the end of my five-day pastoral visit 
to Blessed Sacrament parish in Grand Anse 
and Calliste. It was spiritually enriching and 
pastorally challenging.  I met a broad cross 
section of the parishioners and engaged 
most of the parish groups in respectful, 
informative, and revealing dialogue. Thank 
you, Blessed Sacrament Parish for the growth 
which I have identified in your communities, 
for your creative work, your commitment to 
the disadvantaged and your collaboration 
with your parish priest and other leaders. I 
will be in prayerful solidarity with you in the 
months ahead. 

I had begun a series of such visits in 2019 and 
was interrupted by COVID 19 last year. I am 

very happy that I am able to resume 
them this year.  The Bishop is the 
shepherd of the whole diocesan flock.  I 
am always amused when I am welcomed 
to a parish church as a visitor, when 
every church in the diocese is legally 
and spiritually the bishop’s church, with 
the Cathedral church and parish having 
pre-eminent place.

I will be making more such visits in 
the months ahead as we build on the 
momentum of the past year, symbolized 
by our Choir Festival.  We seek to 
ensure that the basic structures of the 
diocese and parish are operational 
everywhere.  There can be no excuse 
for not having a pastoral council and a 
finance committee.  Music ministry and 
catechetics are essential to fully effective 
ministry in the parish. The international 

financial situation, e.g. prevalent money 
laundering, makes it necessary that 
every parish is financially responsible 
with its books always in order.  In this, 
competent honest lay people are a 
blessing to priest and parish.

On Sunday 27th June 2021, I celebrated 
45 years of priestly ministry.  Msgr. 
Christian Pereira and Dr. Carlos 
Roberts were ordained with me by 
Archbishop Anthony Pantin.  These 
have been wonderful years in the midst 
of an ever-loving family and many 
faithful friends.  Blessings and thanks 
to all of you, especially here in Grenada.  
Pray for Carlos, Christian and Clyde 
always!!!

By Margaret Granger

Bishop Harvey with Blessed Sacrament Parish Pastoral Council

The Diocese thanks all who 
contributed to making the 
2021 Virtual Choir Festival a 
tremendous success. 
We greatly appreciate your time, 
energy, enthusiasm and vision. 
We hope to continue working 
with you as we move forward in 
prayer. 

 Thank you 

ANNIVERSARY
Bishop Clyde Harvey 
will celebrate the 4th 
anniversary of his 
Ordination as Bishop 
of the Diocese of 
St. George’s-in 
Grenada with a 

Thanksgiving 
Mass on July 29th 
2021 at 5:00pm at 

the Cathedral of 
the Immaculate 
Conception 



Page 14 “Promoting Whatever is Good, True, Right and Noble”“Promoting Whatever is Good, True, Right and Noble” Vol. 12 No. 03 Page 3“Promoting Whatever is Good, True, Right and Noble”“Promoting Whatever is Good, True, Right and Noble”Vol. 12 No. 03

Editorial’’
Grandparents – 

the Disappearing Link
This year on the Feast of Saints Joachim and Anne, we 
focus on grandparents; this is certainly a timely inclusion 
by Pope Francis for it seems that in these modern times, 
grandparents are the apparent disappearing link. Should 
we as a church, as a people allow our grandparents to 
slide into obscurity?

Many years ago in Grenada, the role of the grandparents 
in families was pivotal.  They were the link between the 
past and the future.  With their wisdom gained from many 
years of varied experiences, they socialised the young to 
be responsible, respectful, hardworking, honest… and 
generally to be people who make meaningful contribution 
to society.  Of course the parents carried out their roles, 
but there is something that only grandparents can do, 
in the grandparents’ kind of way, since as one girl puts 
it, “grandparents have a larger optical range”.  Why then 
have we as a people allowed our grandparents to slip into 

near oblivion?

Today we see, in some circles, with the deeper reliance on 
empirical information, the advice of grandparents is treated 
as mere anecdotal talk; in fact, grandparents are treated as 
irrelevant!  This seems to have an effect on the grandparents 
themselves – sometimes they, perhaps in a bid to remain 
necessary, become ashamed of being associated with the 
role of “grandma” or “grandpa” or “mama” or “papa” and 
would encourage their grandchildren to use euphemisms 
which sound “younger or “more hip”.  In short it seems we 
have forced grandparents to reject the image and role of 
grandparents. We do not spend time with them anymore; 
we do not listen to their stories anymore; we do not take 
care of them anymore.  Our nursing homes lack activities 
which stimulate their minds; very often we forget that they 
too, when they become very old, still have their dignity, still 
have a right to an opinion.

Let us all be challenged therefore, to make good our 
mistakes.  There is need to restore the respect, love and 
honour to our grandparents.  We must do that in very 
practical ways, not simply by verbalising our admiration.  
An opportune time to begin this new chapter could very 
well be on the Feast of Saints Joachim and Anne - July 26.

Should we as a church, 
as a people allow our 
grandparents to slide into 
obscurity?

“ “
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International Nurses Day Celebration
The International Nurses Day was observed on May 
12th, 2021 worldwide under the theme: Nurses: A 
voice to Lead – Vision for Future Healthcare. As part 
of the celebration, representatives from the St. Patrick’s 
R.C Church joined the healthcare workers in Sauteurs 
Health Centre to mark the occasion, to honour and 
celebrate them for their enormous contributions to the 
community. 

After the presentation of plaques to the healthcare 
workers, Fr. Michael Opoku offered prayers for them 
and blessed them. They were treated with a meal. 
The healthcare workers thanked the Church for their 
thoughtfulness and for acknowledging the vital role 
they play in society.

Grandparents
 “Miserable Old People” or the
 “Continuity of Generations”?
(Fr. Sean Doggett)

In my early years of priesthood in 
both West and East Africa, I was 
always impressed by the respect, or 
even reverence, in which old people 
were held. To be old was honourable, 
not so in the Caribbean. Imagine my 
surprise when hearing the confessions 
of children in Grenada to hear “I does 
tease old people” as a common sin. 
Sadly, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
is not celebrated as frequently these days 
as it used to be but that’s another story.

Every year on the 26th July we celebrate 
the Feast of Sts. Joachim and Ann, 
parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
grandparents of Jesus. It is an occasion 
when married couples celebrate their 
togetherness and renew their marriage 
vows. This year it is still a celebration 
of married life, but with the added 
emphasis on a set of people who are, 
too often, taken for granted and not 
given much recognition for the very 
important role they play in family life, 
that is, grandparents.

The names of the parents of Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, are mentioned in the 
apocryphal “Gospel of St. James” which 
dates from the 2nd century. We know 
that devotion to St. Ann was popular 
in the East in the 6th century. As often 
happens to fathers, Joachim got less 
attention in the Church in the West 
until about the 10th century. The fact 
that the names of the grandparents of 
Jesus are not mentioned in the Bible 
does not mean that they did not exist. 
The evangelists must have felt that they 
had more important things to write 
about.

Parents are the first influence on the 
lives of their children. When children go 
wrong we tend to lay some blame on the 
parents and when children do well we 
likewise give credit to the parents. The 
goodness of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
her faith, her willingness to forego her 
own dreams and plans in order to do 

what God wanted of her must be, in 
some ways, due to the upbringing she 
received from her parents, Sts. Joachim 
and Ann. We can presume they lived in 
Nazareth and that they played a part in 
the upbringing of the child Jesus after 
the holy family returned home from 
Egypt. The holy family, like every other 
human family, had their own challenges 
and difficulties. 

The grandparents of Jesus played their 
part in assisting in the upbringing of their 
very special Grandson. It is grandparents 
who help to provide what Pope Francis 
calls ‘the continuity of the generations.’  
Even very young children come to 
realise that that their grandparents 
were once children and that they too 
had parents and grandparents. The 
stories of the past that grandparents tell 
their grandchildren bring the children 
to a realisation that they are part of a 
greater scheme of things. Just as the 
older generations played their part in 
building the world we live in today, so 
they too must contribute, according to 
their talents and abilities, to the task of 
handing on something of value to future 
generations. St. Luke (2:52) tells us that 
the boy, Jesus, ‘increased in wisdom 
in stature and in favour with God and 
people.’ Surely he must have gained a 
deeper understanding of the hopes of 
his people and their expectations of 
the Messiah from his grandparents, 
Joachim and Ann.

Pope Francis reminds us that the fourth 
commandment, “‘honour your father 
and your mother,  that your days may 
be long in the land which the Lord 
your God gives you”. The bond between 
generations is the guarantee of the 
future, and is the guarantee of a truly 
humane society. A society with children 
who do not honour parents is a society 
without honour… It is a society destined 
to be filled with surly and greedy young 
people’. (Amoris Latitia Par. 189).

In Grenada, as in other families around the world 
‘very often it is grandparents who ensure that the 
most important values are passed down to their 
grandchildren, and many people can testify that 
they owe their initiation into the Christian life to 
their grandparents. Their words, their affection or 
simply their presence help children to realise that 
history did not begin with them, that they are now 
part of an age-old pilgrimage and that they need to 
respect all that came before them.

‘The lack of historical memory is a serious 
shortcoming in our society. A mentality that can 
only say, “Then was then, now is now”, is ultimately 
immature. Knowing and judging past events is the 
only way to build a meaningful future. Memory 
is necessary for growth. Listening to the elderly 
tell their stories is good for children and young 
people; it makes them feel connected to the living 
history of their families, their neighborhoods 
and their country. A family that fails to respect 
and cherish its grandparents, who are its living 
memory, is already in decline, whereas a family 
that remembers has a future. Our contemporary 
experience … challenges us to make our families 
places where children can sink roots in the rich 
soil of a collective history. (Amoris Laetitia Pars. 
192-193)

       As Church we must reawaken the collective 
sense of gratitude, of appreciation, of 
hospitality, which makes the elderly feel like 
a living part of the community. Our elderly 
are men and women, fathers and mothers, 
who came before us on our own road, in our 
own house, in our daily battle for a worthy 
life . (Amoris Laetitia. Par 191)

By Fr. Micheal Opoku

‘

‘

Fr. Micheal Opoku presents plaque of apreciation to Nurses
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Cricket:  Lovely  Cricket
Cricket was once referred to as “the gen-

tleman’s game”, and no doubt many ar-
dent followers of the game will agree 

that it still deserves that title. However, with the 
many changes that have taken place in the game 
in recent years, as well as the different codes that 
have been introduced, some will doubt if the 
games still deserves that title.                                                                                                                                      
During the past few weeks and months, cricket 
was one of the main topics of conversation in 
the English-speaking Caribbean; this resulted 
from the English team’s tour of the region. Even 
though the                                             game has 
a known history, spanning from the 16th cen-
tury to the present day, it took many centuries 
to reach other Commonwealth countries from 
England; the official history of international 
Test cricket began in 1877.                                                                                                                                          
Like most competitive games, it was slow in de-
veloping. During these years of development, 
we have instances where, in no small way per-
haps, it helped unity among nations. Many can 
still recall the history of the late Basil D’Oliveira, 
who was born in South Africa, but emigrated 
to England at an early age, and in time became 
an English citizen. By the late 1960’s, he had be-
come an excellent cricketer, and by all accounts, 
would have earned his place in any national 
team. However, it took much pressure from 
cricket lovers to convince the English selectors 
that he deserved a place in the national team. 
When he                                          was eventually 
selected as a member of the team to tour South 
Africa, the South Africa cricket Board informed 
the  M.C.C. that Basil D’Oliveira 
“would not be welcome,” the reason 
being the colour of his skin. The rest 
is history. The tour was cancelled, and 
South Africa was left in the sport-
ing wilderness from  197??? to 1991, 
until the historic day of Nelson Man-
dela’s release from prison.  Did Basil 
D’Oliveira’s case help to end apartheid 
in South Africa and to bring democ-
racy to the country?                                                         
Nearer to home, we have a West In-
dian cricket team selected from ten 
different independent, or semi-inde-
pendent nations. It took some time 
of course for the cricket officials to 
realize that all ten nations should be 
considered in making selection; but 
realize it, they did.                                                                                     
Now it is true that the game of crick-
et is one of the few binding forces 
among all the Caribbean English-

speaking nations, from Jamai-
ca to Guyana. No other sport 
can boast of this. Is it possible 
that one day we will have a 
West Indies football team, or 
a West Indies athletics team? 
Maybe!    Like most other                                                        
sports in their early develop-
ment, cricket was not frequent-
ly played on Sundays. In fact, 
Test cricket on Sundays is a rela-
tively recent introduction. With 
the increasing trend of many 
Christian churches to provide 
services on Saturday evening, 
the Sunday sports issue has 
practically ceased to be an issue.                                                                                                                                           
David Sheppard, recently re-
tired Anglican Bishop of Liv-
erpool, was an English Test 
cricketer in the 1960’s. In his 
autobiography he stated his po-
sition on Sunday sport. “When 
my faith in Christ became a real 
thing, I started to think differ-
ently about Sunday cricket ...  
now I wanted my faith to grow. 
I needed more time to worship 
God, time to think, time to talk 
to other Christians.” Accord-
ingly, David Sheppard decided 
not to play cricket on Sundays 
anymore.                                                                                                                           

We know of course, that in today’s circumstances, 
there would be no contract in most professional 
sports, including cricket, for the player who is una-
vailable on Sundays. But it is also true that it is possi-
ble to be a good Christian as well as a good cricketer. 
How often do we see cricketers, who have just scored 
a century, fall on their knees and kiss the ground, 
or raise their eyes to heaven, or even make the sign 
of the cross? And when some of these same players 
are interviewed by the media, they often thank their 
“Creator” for their success. Others, however, will 
say that they keep their minds focused on the job in 
hand. One wonders if that might be the solution to 
some of the problems now facing our West Indian 
cricketers: FOCUS on the job in hand.

Kraigg Brathwaite got his rewards for a day of hard 
graft, West Indies v England, 2nd Test, St George’s, 

4th day, April 24, 2015

First Holy Communion at the Sacred Heart Church, 
Petite Martinique

On the Second Sunday of Easter, Di-
vine Mercy Sunday, the Sacred Heart 
Church, Petite Martinique, experienced 

great joy as ten beautiful and vibrant children 
received the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist for 
the first time.  
The Liturgy was led by the First Holy Commun-
ion Class. The first reading was proclaimed by 
Jenin Clement, the second by Ricky Jr. Frank 
and the intercessory prayers were done by Ant-
won Paul, Afyah Patrice and Natalya Ollivierre. 
The Offertory was brought to the altar by the 
children and they all received a special blessing 
from Parish Priest, Father Iuvenis.
It was quite a moving moment, as some parents 
shed tears as they stood behind their children 
while they received the body and blood of Je-
sus Christ.  Natalya Ollivierre, on behalf of the 
class, presented Parish Priest Father Iuvenis with 
a gift to show their gratitude for his support, and 
for celebrating the special day with them.  After 
the Mass, the children, parents and well wish-
ers gathered on the veranda, for refreshments.  
It was certainly a joyous occasion for the whole 
community.

Engaged Encounter 
at Mt. St. Ervan’s

Wedding bells will ring out soon for 
Shernelle Quashie and Kellon Morain

Attending the Engaged Encounter Weekend 
were Terrance Logan and Kacey De Roche

By: Teacher Heydi
By Bro. DeLellis Sullivan

Bishop Harvey Visits the Blessed Sacrament Parish

Bishop Clyde Martin Harvey 
recently visited the Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Grand Anse, 

St. George’s. His visit lasted from June 
16, and culminated with him conferring 
the Sacrament of Confirmation on ten 
students on Sunday June 20. 

The Bishop’s visit began with a 
meeting with these ten students. His 
conversation with them began in a 
friendly disarming way with a “Do 
you enjoy being a teenager in today’s 
world?” Their answer to that was a 
big “Yes”.  Their reason was that the 
modern world was filled with “high 
tech” and opportunities to be anything 
you want. The Bishop questions to 
them included, whether or not they 
agreed with the saying that the world 
has generally captured the outer space 
but left the inner space empty; how 
keen is the sense of knowledge of God 
and of the Divine.

One students asked the Bishop about 
his childhood and teen years to which 
he answered with a description of his 
young years – coming from a poor 
family who had great faith and a 
tremendous amount of love. That love 
built his confidence and enabled him to 
face many challenges. They burst into 
laughter when the Bishop admitted that 
for him the attraction to the priesthood 
at first was the fact that at the Seminary, 
he was given his own room, which he 
never had before and four wonderful 
meals a day! It seemed a better deal 
than trying to get into a university! The 

students seemed to relate to this.

Bishop Harvey shared with them 
the fact that the Church’s history is 
over 2000 years old, but it still is in 
a learning mode in that it is forever 
looking for ways to evangelise and 
help the faithful to understand how 
to live and accept the love of God. He 
reminded the students that life will be 
difficult and challenging in the future 
but if they pray sincerely for the seven 
gifts of the Holy Spirit i.e. Wisdom, 
Understanding, Knowledge, Counsel, 
Fortitude, Piety and Fear of the Lord, 
their faith will be deepened and they 
will find purpose and fulfilment in life. 

He reminded them that the Eucharist is 
the centre of our Catholic Faith “when 
you consume Christ, you become 
more like Him”. He posed a question 
to the students “What makes a country 
Christian”? Is it how often we attend 
Church? How much money or goods 
we give away? Is it how much we sing 
and praise God? … No, we have to live 
like we believe – we have to imitate 
Christ every single day 
of our lives. When that 
happens among a great 
majority, then a country 
becomes Christian.

The students had many 
questions for the Bishop 
and they expressed 
gratefulness to their 

catechist Mrs. Rosalie Celestine. They 
described her as caring, loving and 
patient. 

Christian St. John in an interview with 
DCC shared that 
the students took 
the Confirmation 
instructions 
very seriously 
and worked well 
together. They 
had a retreat 
which was a great 
experience. Although they had not yet 
chosen a ministry to work with in the 
parish, they intended to do so. They 
have taken what the Bishop said to them 
very seriously and found that they could 
relate to him quite easily. During the 
Covid19 lockdown last year, they carried 
on their Confirmation classes at home as 
homework and so were able to catch up 
again when physical classes resumed. 

Bishop Meets  Confirmation CandidatesBy Nuala Menezes

ACROSS THE DIOCESE
CORPUS CHRISTI  PROCESSION

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

 Christian St. John

Parishioners of the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception were led in 

procession through the streets of 
St. George’s by Bishop Clyde Harvey.
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Bishop Harvey Visits the Blessed Sacrament Parish

As part of Bishop Harvey’s visit to Blessed 
Sacrament Parish, he visited several 
insitutions in the parish.  On Thursday June 
15, the Mt. Gava Centre. This centre located 
in the Mount Toute area and is used at present 
for after school classes for children between 
the ages of 5 to 13 years. They get additional 
help with Reading and Mathematics. The 
teachers are dedicated to helping these 
children improve their learning. This service 
keeps them occupied while their parents are 
working. Glynis Roberts is the Chair of the 
Board and Ann Cover is the Principal. There 
are many wonderful and caring volunteers 
who help teach and provide an after school 
snack to each child.

The children enjoyed the visit of Bishop 
Harvey and had a very lively discussion with 
him. He obviously was very happy to be with 
them and even taught them a song! 

On Friday, Bishop Harvey visited the Blessed 
Sacrament Primary School where he chatted 
with the children who were quite excited and 
happy to see him.

On Saturday, the Bishop met with the Pastoral 
Council and several other committees. He 
also met with the youth of the parish and in 
his friendly way managed to put them at ease 
and get them to participate in casual dialogue 
with him.

Then on Saturday evening Bishop Harvey 
celebrated the Vigil Mass at 6:30 p.m. 
with the extraordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion, lectors, commentators 
and catechists as well as the general 
parishioners.

Bishop Harvey began the celebration by 
greeting specially, the people involved in 
these ministries by reminding them of 
the importance of their work as they were 
assisting in the ultimate “Act of Worship” 
which is the Liturgy which comprises the 
Word and the Eucharist. 

During his homily, he explained about 
the Word which is creative.. Words can 
transform and fill our minds so we must 
utter words that heal and transform others. 
The lectors must read the Gospel and 
readings before they come to Mass so that 
the Word can penetrate their minds and 
remain with them. They must live what 

they read so that it becomes nourishment 
for souls. Their involvement would then 
affect those who are listening to the Word. 
They must encounter God who wants to be 
in communion with us as Jesus said to the 
Father “May they be one as you and I are 
one”.

He reminded the extraordinary ministers 
of Holy Communion of the awesome 
privilege of assisting to give Jesus to their 
sisters and brothers. Their pious and 
genuine attitude of belief can encourage 
others to be mindful of the wonderful gift 
of receiving the real Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ. enjoyable. He said that the 
hospitality was tremendous and the visit 
was well organized. He congratulates Fr. 
Marcin Rumik for a well-run parish and 
thanks all who helped in any way to make 
his visit well worth the while and hoped 
that the parishioners will continue to work 
for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament!

My Thoughts on the Trinity Sunday Virtual Choir Festival
(By Lenneth Rougier-Noel, Our Lady Help of Christians Catholic Church)

Congratulations are in place for the 
organisers, choirs, participating 
parishes, supporters and worship-

pers in the blended audience on the plan-
ning, execution and support of this “Life 
in the Spirit Musical Experience” held at 
our St. George’s North East’s chunk of 
Heaven on earth, the Spice Basket.  What 
a treat!  What a showcase of creativity … 
prepared in such little time!  Indeed, we 
showed to the world what working to-
gether for a “common good” can produce.  
I think that the virtual and face-to-face 
audiences were truly satisfied.

Music is one aspect of human socialisa-
tion that binds us together with cords that 
cannot be broken.  Trinity Sunday saw the 
mingling, sharing and renewing of the 
old, the new and the not-so-old-and-new 
hymns, musical arrangements, composi-
tions, composers, singers, friends, clergy 
and laity.  Covid 19 may have changed the 
way by which God’s people come together 
in community, however, the choir festival 

proved that living church is not just about 
working from sunrise to sunset behind 
a mask observing social distancing.  We 
also evangelise through showcasing our 
God-given talents and creative skills; 
hence, we are able to attract, encourage, 
lead and direct soul to the Kingdom.

In the vocal department, many of the 
eleven participating choirs were domi-
nated by females, however, the significant 
contributions of our male counterparts 
should never be overlooked.  It was quite 
evident that those choirs were catered to 
by male musicians of varying ages and ex-
perience, utilizing a variety of traditional 
and modern musical accompaniments. If 
my memory serves me right, most of the 
choirs’ own-competitions, for the festival, 
were either planned and or arranged by 
the brothers (young and senior) of the 
various church parishes.  They ensured 
that their choir was able to hold its end, 
musically.  The presence of the men, in-
dicates that our future and our building 

of church are in good hands.  The men ae 
still present and getting the job done and 
must be encouraged and congratulated.

The festival was indeed a very welcomed 
initiative of the church.  However, I think 
that the planning committee should con-
sider the organisation of a junior version 
of the festival. Parishioners between the 
ages seven to eighteen - the future of our 
church and country, were not featured 
adequately, at the festival.  In addition, I 
think that the schools within the diocese 
could be featured in a similar activity as 
a means of or engaging non-practising, 
talented and at-risk Catholic youth, who 
might have fallen by the wayside.

If we are to truly live church, build com-
munity and serve country, our succession 
plan should be structured carefully, and 
passed to our youth.  The Singing Festival 
is one such way. 

By Nuala Menezes

Lenneth Rougier-Noel conducting Choir Our Lady Help of Christians - Choir

St. Peter’s Parish, Gouyave - The Golden Choir St. Andrew the Apostle Choir Fr. Carl Haynes
Bishop Harvey with Blessed Sacrament Parish Pastoral Council
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Bishop Harvey’s visit ended with Holy Mass early on Sunday morning at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Church at Calliste at 7.00 a.m. then back to Blessed 
Sacrament Church at 9.30 a.m.for Mass which included the Sacrament of Con-
firmation conferred on ten young people.

Fr. Marcin Rumik thanked Bishop Harvey for finding the time to visit the par-
ish and hoped that he had a taste of this beautiful parish and its beautiful family 
of parishioners all working to help to make it what it is. He thanked the Bishop 
for his trust in him and assured him that he will continue to work to keep the 
Blessed Sacrament Parish as wonderful as it is today.

When interviewed about his visit to the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Bishop Har-
vey said that he found it demanding but most enjoyable. He said that the hos-
pitality was tremendous and the visit was well organized. He congratulates Fr. 
Marcin Rumik for a well-run parish and thanks all who helped in any way to 
make his visit well worth the while and hoped that the parishioners will con-
tinue to work for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament!

Bishop Harvey Visits the Blessed Sacrament ParishVirtual Choir Festival
(By Lucinda Ogilvie)

St. Augustine once said: “When you sing you 
pray twice.”  The 2021, Catholic Virtual Choir 
Festival was a manifestation of this.

On Sunday May 30, we celebrated the Solem-
nity of the Holy Trinity: three Persons in one 
God. On this day, eleven choirs from through-
out the Diocese of Grenada gathered at the 
Spice Basket to showcase their talent in mu-
sic and song. It was therefore fitting that the 
choirs’ compositions focus on the Trinity, the 
building and formation of Church, Christ’s 
body, and service to country.

The day began with the celebration of Holy 
Mass which set the tone for a spirit filled event, 
that helped to uplift and touch the lives of all 
who participated and viewed the festival. The 
superior quality of music that all the choirs 
produced in such a short period, exceeded all 
expectations and was a testament to the crea-
tivity of our people.

Each choir performed a test piece in their own 

style; along with a local composition tailored 
to uplift our liturgy; the compositions incor-
porated Caribbean rhythms, with instruments 
such as drums, steel pan, guitar and keyboard. 
The choirs added their own flare with striking 
attire, choreography and props. The non-com-
petitive nature of this event had participants 
more at ease, and it helped to foster fellowship 
and creativity. If this festival was competitive 
the choirs would have made judging very dif-
ficult.

This Virtual Choir Festival reminded me of 
previous choir festivals held over 20 years ago 
and was a welcomed initiative to rekindle and 
foster the spirit of unity. It was a blessing to 
participate in this spiritually uplifting event 
and I thank God for the vision He has given to 
the entire team who brought this to fruition. I 
anticipate that the next music festival will be 
an even greater affair.

By Nuala Menezes

Diocesan Financial Administrator Yvonne Mancini 
visits Blessed Sacrament ParishBishop Harvey heading to meeting with Parish Pastoral Council

Bishop Harvey at Blessed Sacrament R.C. Primary 
School

St. Andrew the Apostle Choir

St. Dominic’s Parish Choir
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ACROSS THE DIOCESE
12TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

Church of the Immaculate Conception
& St. Joseph, St. David

ACROSS THE DIOCESE
12TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
YEAC Disaster Preparedness Session with 

Hard of Hearing

The Gospel was dramatized by the children of the parish  -  MARK 4:35-41 Jesus 
was inside the boat, sleeping with His head on a pillow. The followers went and 
woke Him. They said, “Teacher, don’t you care about us? We are going to drown!”

The Youth Emergency Action Committee continues efforts to reach 
people within communities with challenges. The second in a series of 
training was completed at Norton Hall, on Saturday 19th June 2021 , with 
differently abled members proud to be identified as “deaf” and “hard of 
hearing.” According to the YEAC team their aim is to extend the training 
to other community members with challenges.


